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BEHIND THE SCENES
~ Magic Moments ~

"Magic Moments is an organization that promotes the arts
by fostering an environment
of acceptance, growth, learning, and support for our participants and the larger community by inviting people of all
ages, with or without disabilities, amateur or professional,
to perform in original musical
theater productions.”

2016 - 2017
Board of Directors
Billy Baldwin ~ President
Kamala Quintana ~ 1st VP
Ted Kuenz ~ 2nd VP
Cat Rymer ~ Treasurer
Danny Rusak ~ Secretary
Gwen Feifarek
Casey Rogers
Bill Youmans

SAVE THE DATES!
Auditions:
Nov. 5, 2016 9-3:00 adults
Nov. 6, 2016 1-3:00 kids
Registration:
Dec. 10, 2016 11:00-2:00
“On Display” - Union
Station
Dec. 3, 2016
1st Rehearsal:
Jan. 22, 2017 1:00-6:00
“Step Right Up”
Performances:
March 23-26, 2017
Annual Dinner:
June 12, 2017

Letter from the President
““The only time you should ever

look back is to see how far you
have come.”
~ Unknown

Over the past few months as
president of Magic Moments,
I have been lucky to see the
dedicated people of the
Board of Directors come together to make sure that we
are able to enjoy this theater
experience for many years to
come. This is a group of extremely passionate people
who work together to make
sure that we have the most
successful show possible.
Recently in our fundraising
efforts, we held the first of
what we hope will be many
more Mirage poker tourna-

ment events. Everyone had a
great time and are looking
forward to coming back. (I
played poker for the first time
in my life and got 4 aces in
my hand!
That’s good,
right?)
We also hosted our second
annual audition workshop.
This year it was a Voice Masterclass followed by a dance
class. And then there’s our
collaboration work with Heidi
Latsky Dance from New York
and Phamaly Theater. Many
of us performed in “On Display” - a living sculpture filming that will be viewed by the
United Nations. I cannot say
how proud I am of this board
and dedicated others for
stepping up their efforts for
Magic Moments.

Event and fundraising ideas
are coming in but we could
always use more. We need
your help. If you have a fun,
exciting idea that you would
like to share with us I invite
you to connect with any of
the board members with anything that helps make Magic
Moments an even better,
brighter and more enjoyable
organization for all!
And don’t forget, auditions for
the new show are just around
the corner so be sure to tell all
your friends to come and join
in on a magic carpet ride!

Billy Baldwin ~
President Magic Moments Inc.

Colorado Gives Day ~ Dec. 6, 2016
For the seventh year, Community First Foundation
and FirstBank will present
Colorado Gives Day on
Tuesday, December 6,
2016. This annual
statewide movement celebrates and increases
philanthropy in Colorado
through online giving. The
$1 Million Incentive Fund
created by the partners is
one of the largest givesday incentive funds in the
country.
This is the fourth year that
Magic Moments will be
participating.
Donations

are critical to the success of
every Magic Moments production. These funds will go
towards general operating
costs, props, costumes, printed music scores, programs,
facilitating workshops, special events and community
outreach programs, equipment and set materials for
our annual production, and
to help continue producing
the high quality productions
that showcase the abilities of
all people.

Magic Moments will be asking for a $10.00 registration
donation from each cast
member for our 2017 production. Please consider
making this or any other
donation on Tuesday, Dec.
6, 2016. No donation is too
large or two small, and
every little bit helps!
Please pass the word to
friends and family.
To make a donation click
here on Dec. 6th (or anytime) and search for Magic
Moments.
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Poker Night at the Mirage Fundraiser
Many thanks go to Bill Youmans who
planned and organized our 1st BiAnnual MM Poker Tournament fundraiser. This event took place at The

Moments. We had a prize pool of
$500 given to the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd
place winners. And we managed to
raise over $600 for Magic Moments.
Not bad for our first effort.

Mirage Sports Bar in Littleton, CO on
Sept 24th.
Our Mirage host JP took very good care
of us, and kept things fun with trivia
questions and prizes. We had about
25 participants, including Magic Moments folks and some Mirage regulars.

Everybody came to have fun, maybe win a little money, meet some
new people - but most importantly
they came to support Magic

We hope more of you will join us at
our next poker night coming late
Spring of 2017. Remember, all you
need is a chip and a chair to have fun
with Magic Moments.

“In The Spotlight” ~ Heather Pyle
So this time our “In The Spotlight” article features someone that we all know and love and
who needs no introduction - Heather Pyle.
Heather is 26 years old. She lives in Westminster with her mother Becky and has her own
apartment downstairs. She has worked at the
Westminster Arc Thrift Store for 4 years, and
is very proud to be an Arc Ambassador. Arc
Ambassadors are employees with disabilities
who work at the thrift stores. They attend Arc
University once a month and learn about
Stranger Danger, Fire Fighters, Social Media,
and Sign Language. Heather’s supervisor is
so proud of her that he donated $1000 to
support Magic Moments - something that is
near and dear to Heather’s heart. Thank you
Heather for being a Magic Moments Ambassador as well!
Heather started Magic Moments in 2007.
She has been in 8 performances, starting with
“All This & WWII” when she remembers dancing with Stefan Schreiber. “Another special

Heather has Turner’s Syndrome and partial
Trisomy 3. She had a stroke when she was
3-years-old, which caused her right leg to be
weak and her right arm to not work very well.
But these things sure don’t stop Heather
from living a full and busy and very enriched
life, with an endearing personality to boot.

moment was in Stand by Me when Leonard
Barrett Jr. got me and brought me to center
stage, sang a few lines, then took me back
to my place upstage. It melted my heart”
says Heather. That was her favorite show,
along with “Marry You”. Heather will tell you
“my favorite part of Magic Moments are all
of my friends there.” She has received several MM scholarships and attended singing
and dancing lessons. She is currently taking
acting classes.

Heather loves to sing karaoke, do Special
Olympics bowling, collect Build-A-Bears and
travel with her Mom. They have been to so
many places, including a cruise to the Caribbean visiting the Bahamas and Jamaica.
Heather’s most precious treasure is her
second cousin named Alice, born in January
2016. “I love to play with Alice and give her
hugs and kisses” says Heather.
Magic Moments is so proud of you Heather.
We all wish you the best in everything you
do!

Magic Moments Audition Workshops
On October 1st we had our 2nd
annual MM Audition Workshop at
Cabrini. Laura High, Voice and
Piano Coach, conducted a Voice
Masterclass, giving personal and
individual voice coaching to 15 participants. Dan Wyatt was the piano
accompanist. Each student sang a
few bars from their audition song,
with Laura giving tips on projection,
articulation, diction, posture, dress,
confidence - all the things needed
for a successful audition. All students learned from the critiques of

each other.
We took a lunch break when students
enjoyed their sack lunches outside in
the sunshine. In the afternoon Jen
GaNun, dance instructor and past MM
Special Needs Assistant Coordinator,
was on deck with 12 dance instruction participants. Jen covered dance
vocabulary, across-the-floor progressions, combinations, traditional movement and basic partner techniques along with the tools to allow ALL to
participate.

Many thanks to Ruby Hershberger who
worked so hard at putting this wonderful workshop together. Questionnaires
were sent immediately after the event
and feedback was collected. The workshop was a huge success and families
were extremely complimentary.
We
also offer our gratitude to Laura High
and Dan Wyatt and Jen GaNun for their
excellent instruction and leadership.
Now, break a leg at auditions!!
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. . . and now a word from KQ
Hello Magic Moments People!
“Step Right Up!”
The imaginatively
inspired MM Writing Krewe has created yet another entertaining show – this
year based on a Carnival theme. The
carnival is on its last legs, the Ringmaster’s older daughter/son doesn’t
want to stay and his youngest daughter
is afraid of clowns. Mama Fortuna
(narrator) foretells the end unless the
Ringmaster hires a clown, and the Animal Rights Krewe wants to shut the
whole thing down due to the supposed
mistreatment of the animals (the kids).
An El Gallo/clown type appears and
volunteers to try to save the day.
I need a Ringmaster, his teenaged
looking son/daughter and his younger
5-11-ish daughter, a Mama Fortuna,
the mysterious stranger, 8-10 town
kids, jugglers, unicyclists, strongman,
bearded lady, lots of animals, dancers,
carney-types, and many others. I also
need a teen-ish girl that can sing:
“Don’t Rain On My Parade”.
Songs included so far come from Les

Miz, Hairspray, Big Fish, Oliver, and
Monty Python among others. We will
also be dancing the Conga, the Tiger
Rag, and Bailamos. The animals perform to The Lion Sleeps Tonight, A Hippopotamus, The Monkees, and others.
The teens remain “cool” with “Cruisin’
For A Bruisin”, “Cool Kids”, “Stick It To
The Man” (from “School of Rock”), and
other show - stealing numbers.
We’ve got plenty of room for singers,
dancers, those who can do both at the
same time, those with beards – be they
male or female, clown wanna-bes
(without white face makeup), jugglers
and others with hidden talents, and
those just wanting to have a great time.
Make sure you get your appointment for
auditions on Saturday, Nov 5 (adults
and teens) or on Nov 6 (for all you
kiddos) and I really hope to see you
there with five of your closest friends!
Ask your choir friends, the bowling
league, drama clubs, BFFs, and even
those from the Sword Swallowers Association to audition. See you there.

Here’s the link to sign up for
Auditions:
auditions.magicmoments@gmail.com

or 303.607.7555 (and leave a
message).

It’s gonna be
EPIC!!
With Love and Coffee and Donuts,
~ KQ

PS – Show Dates: Five performances
starting on March 23-26
PSS – Rehearsals start Jan 22 making
rehearsals two weeks shorter.

“On Display” with Heidi Latsky Dance
We are very honored to have been contacted by Heidi Latsky Dance (HLD) in
New York to participate in International
Disabilities Day at the Union Station on
Dec. 3rd. The performance is called “On
Display”.
ON DISPLAY is a deconstructed art exhibit/ movement & fashion installation-it's a commentary on the body as a spectacle and society's obsession with body
image. Members of the disability, performance, and fashion worlds are often
stared at and objectified in their daily
lives, so HLD addresses the propensity to
judge people according to their looks
through this installation. It is not choreographed dance, but rather a series of silent frozen poses followed by a transition
to the next frozen pose. All participants
wear white, and each performer chooses

how to pose, how long to freeze and when
to transition. We have invited Phamaly
Theater actors to join with us in this beautiful spectacle of diversity.
On Oct. 16th about 25 performers gathered at Red Rocks for an “On Display”
filming which will be viewed at the United
Nations. The performers were phenomenal! It was a glorious, sunny day with lots
of spectators who were intrigued and
complimentary of the exhibition. It was a
beautiful installation of a living sculpture
garden and with the breathtaking Red
Rocks backdrop it truly was a sight to
behold! The grand finale will be International Disabilities Day on Dec. 3, 2016
where we will once again perform “On
Display” - this time at Union Station. All
are welcome!
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About
Did you know that you are able to support Magic Moments by simply shopping? Yes! It is true. Magic Moments is set up with
Amazon through their AmazonSmile Program. Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchase to us!
Here are instructions on how to get started:



Go to: www.smile.amazon.com




Log in with your existing Amazon account information.



(Please bookmark!)

Select your Charity. Please select Magic Moments Inc. in Littleton. This is important as there are multiple Magic Moments
Inc. organizations
Begin Shopping for the holidays! Products that are marked “Eligible for AmazonSmile donation” on their product detail pages
are the products that are eligible for donations. Recurring Subscribe-and-Save purchases and subscription renewals are not
currently eligible.

Learn more about Amazon Smile FAQs at smile.amazon.com/about
Thank you for your generosity and support!

Classifieds
Wanted:
Costumers and people who like to
build or paint to work on the show.
Also needed are assistant stage
managers to help Carla…. =>

Magic Moments seeks two assistant
stage managers to help manage a
very large cast for its upcoming production of "Step Right Up". Paid position - Evening rehearsal schedule 8
weeks starting January 22, 2017
through tech week and all Performances March 23-26, 2017. Experience in music theater stage management is necessary. If interested,
please respond to
kamala.magicmoments@gmail.com.

Magic Moments seeks an enthusiastic and creative costume designer for
its upcoming Carnival themed production of "Step Right Up". Design
meetings start November 1, 2016
with one performance weekend of
March 23-26, 2017. Experience in
designing as well as managing a
large volunteer crew, sewing and
budgeting is required. If interested,
please respond to
kamala.magicmoments@gmail.com.

Magic Moments Communication Cube
Hotline: 303-607-7555
Email: info@magicmomentsinc.org
Website: www.magicmomentsinc.org
Remember to “like” us on Facebook and Twitter at
www.facebook.com/pages/Magic-Moments-Inc/247040045448851
(Danny Rusak - Newsletter Editor - d.rusak@comcast.net)
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Mark Your Calendars !

Many Thanks to our Wonderful Sponsors
Magic Moments is made possible by the generous support of these key sponsors.
Please support the opportunities they create!

